[The chronic course of spontaneous and experimental hepatitis A in rhesus monkeys with viral persistence].
The prolonged (up to 2 years) complex observation of 11 rhesus macaques (Macaca mulatta) with spontaneous hepatitis A and 14 rhesus macaques with experimental hepatitis A developing after their intravenous and/or oral infection with human hepatitis A virus (HAV). Both natural and experimental infection took a chronic course (15-18 months). In 13 monkeys showing morphological changes in the liver during the whole period of the disease elevated enzyme levels in the blood and virus shedding in feces were periodically observed. Only one monkey had acute hepatitis A which lasted 1.5 months. In 11 monkeys the disease took an undulating course with 1-2 relapses when virological, biochemical and morphological signs of the disease could be detected. Seroconversion was observed in all monkeys. Anti-HAV IgM antibodies were retained for not more than 6-7 months and total anti-HAV antibodies, during the whole period of observation. Relapses were found to induce no antibody formation. Evidence on the prolonged (up to 12-16 months) persistence of HAV in primates was obtained for the first time.